
1st FIEP meeting • EAE position • 2017-10-16 • Ralf Pasker 1 

  

FIRE-SAFETY OF BUILDINGS: 

BROADER APPROACH REQUIRED 
1st Meeting of the Fire Information Exchange Platform 

 
 
 

 

Ralf Pasker  

Managing Director  
European Association for ETICS (EAE) 



1st FIEP meeting • EAE position • 2017-10-16 • Ralf Pasker 2 

  

 European Association for ETICS 
 Brief introduction  

 
The European Association for External Thermal 
Insulation Composite Systems (ETICS) is formed by  
 
• 12 national ETICS associations;  
  
• 6 European associations of leading component 

suppliers; 
 

• 8 supporting company members. 
 
EAE represents roughly 80% of Europe‘s ETICS 
revenue – in total more than 400 manufacturers, 
installers, institutes and national trade 
associations.  
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 Vision & Mission 
 What we are aiming for…  

 
• EAE is the voice of the ETICS industry in 

Europe to grow the market for energy 
efficient building solutions, contributing to 
a brighter future for the world.  

• Together with all relevant stakeholders we 
help shape regulation to preserve and 
develop reliable building quality. We will do 
this by aiming for a common framework for 
the European ETICS market. 

• This will generate jobs and welfare, protect 
our environment, make life more 
comfortable and allow for attractive 
buildings.  
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 Our 26 members 
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 Well recognised beyond European borders 
EAE‘s liaison parters in China and Japan 

China Japan 
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 EAE‘s commitment to safety and durability of ETICS 
  

 ETICS are tested as a kit regarding several aspects related 
to long-term performance, durability – and fire-safety. 

 Today: ETAG 004 for European Technical Assessments, or 
according to national regulation (approvals, certificates). 

 Future: European harmonized standard (CEN) 

 EAE actively supports the elaboration of respective 
Technical Specifications. 

 EAE promotes system loyalty, which is essential for 
ensuring the declared performances. 

 The Application Guideline published in 2011 dissimilated 
the know-how throughout Europe – and beyond. 
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 EAE‘s commitment to fire safety 

 Already in 2011 the EAE promoted in its European 
Application Guideline the use of fire barriers. 

 Further discussed in EAE’s Technical Committee, 
we find such barriers in several Member States 
today. 

 Already in 2014 the EAE requested from the 
European Commission to take action elaborating a 
European harmonized façade-fire test method. 

 We are satisfied, that the respective project 
launched by the European Commission shows 
reasonable progress – though there is still a lot of 
work to be done. 
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 What is FIEP aiming for? 

 We wonder, what will be the aim and the scope of 
the platform. 

 For sure, EAE and its members support improving 
the fire-safety of buildings. However, things should 
be taken seriously. 

 If discussing about how to improve the fire-safety 
of buildings and health risks for fire-fighters, 
discussions should not be limited to the fire 
performance of construction products. To improve 
the safety of inhabitants and fire-fighters, the 
whole picture should be considered. 
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Prevention of 
possible risks 

Fire detection 
& alert systems 

Improved rescue 
possibilities 

Improved equipment 
for fire-fighters 

Nutzung 
Minimising the fire 

spread 
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Prevention of 
possible risks 

Fire detection 
& alert systems 

Improved rescue 
possibilities 

Improved equipment 
for fire-fighters 

Nutzung 
Minimising the fire 

spread 

Examples: 
• Fire loads in rooms 

(furniture etc.) and close 
to the building (material 
of waste containers etc.) 

• Minimum distances to 
neighboring buildings 
and potential fire loads 

• Building design: safe 
installation of gas pipes 

• Etc. 
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Prevention of 
possible risks 

Fire detection 
& alert 

Improved rescue 
possibilities 

Improved equipment 
for fire-fighters 

Nutzung 
Minimising the fire 

spread 
Examples: 
• Smoke detectors 
• Sprinklers 
• Automatic alerts systems 
• Smoke outlet 
• Etc. 
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Prevention of 
possible risks 

Fire detection 
& alert 

Improved rescue 
possibilities 

Improved equipment 
for fire-fighters 

Nutzung 
Minimising the fire 

spread 

Examples: 
• Additional escape ways 
• Safety staircases 
• Keeping escape ways free 

from barriers (controls?) 
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Prevention of 
possible risks 

Fire detection 
& alert 

Improved rescue 
possibilities 

Improved equipment 
for fire-fighters 

Nutzung 
Minimising the fire 

spread 

Examples: 
• Further improved 

personal protective 
clothing 

• Etc. 
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Prevention of 
possible risks 

Fire detection 
& alert 

Improved rescue 
possibilities 

Improved equipment 
for fire-fighters 

Nutzung 
Minimising the fire 

spread Examples: 
• Facade-fire tests 
• National building codes, 

differentiated according 
to the size and use of 
buildings 

• Etc. 
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 Basic principles of European legislation to be respected 

 Keep basic principles of the Construction Products 
Regulation! 

 European level: elaboration of common technical 
language, meaning Technical Specifications that 
ensure that all construction products are assessed 
according to the same test methods. Test standards 
shall provide levels and classes related to existing 
national regulation. 

 Member State level: definition of requirements for 
the construction works 

 Otherwise standards would overrule national 
regulation  clear contradiction to basic principles 
of the Lisbon Treaty! 
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 Different fire-loads to be included to facade-fire test 

 National regulation in MS today show different 
requirements  see report of the project team 

 Safety philosophy in MS is different: 

 e.g. the U.K. allow combustible claddings at 
tall buildings if assessed according to BS 

 e.g. Germany requires incombustible façade 
claddings for buildings taller than 22 m and 
limited fire-spread for mid-sized buildings (7 
m to 22 m) 
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Thanks for your kind attention. 
www.ea-etics.com 


